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UCS Mandatory Vaccination Policy Exemption Extensions

This fall will mark the anniversary of the implementation Unified Court System’s
Mandatory Vaccination Policy. As noted in the most current revision of the UCS COVID-19
Safety and Operational Protocols ('http://inside- ucs.org/covidl 9.shtmll. the vaccination policy
remains in effect. As you know, medical and religious exemptions requests to the vaccination
requirement are reviewed by the UCS Vaccination Exemption Review Committee (Committee).
All religious exemption requests that were approved by the Committee were granted until
September 30, 2022. Approved medical exemption requests were granted with expirations based
upon the medical professional’s recommendation but no later than September 30, 2022. The
maximum one-year expiration date was given to allow for additional review should changes in
guidance develop over the next year.
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, COVID-19 vaccines remain
safe and effective, reduce the risk of severe illness and can reduce the spread of the disease. While
the Novavax vaccine has received emergency use authorization, it has not received full use
authorization from the Food and Drug Administration. The legal standards and public health
guidance regarding who should be exempted from vaccination remain essentially the same as that
given in September 2021. Accordingly, the Committee will individually notify recipients of a
religious or medical exemption as follows.
Religious Exemptions

All recipients of a religious exemption to COVID-19 vaccination will receive a letter via email
that the expiration of their exemption will be extended until September 29, 2023.
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Medical Exemptions
Recipients of medical exemptions will receive an individualized determination and
communication regarding their expiration date based on the nature of their condition and
documentation previously submitted .

cc :

•

If a medical exemption was granted based on a medical professional’s certification that the
requestor’s condition was permanent, the recipient will be granted an extension for oneyear.

•

If the medical professional indicated that the condition would extend to a date after
September 30, 2022, but prior to September 29, 2023, the exemption will be extended to
the date indicated without any additional documentation. If the medical condition continues
beyond that expiration date, the individual may submit another exemption request signed
by a medical professional .

•

For requests that indicated that the medical professional would have follow up with further
review or evaluation or requests that lacked a specific expiration date, those individuals
will have to submit a new medical exemption form signed by a medical professional.
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